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Press release

2 June 2009

Automation system for the aircraft construction industry

KUKA Systems appears at the Paris Air Show in Le Bourget for the first time

Augsburg, 2 June 2009 (dg) – For the first time, KUKA Systems is to present its expertise in the aerospace industry at the Paris Air Show in Le Bourget, which celebrates its 100th anniversary this year. The worldwide network of the KUKA Aerospace Team will be showcasing its innovative and partially robot-based manufacturing solutions for the aviation and aerospace industry. These solutions include the provision of engineering services, automated production systems, process technology, flexible robot cells for individual solutions, tools and standard components.

KUKA end effector for joining CFRP materials

The KUKA end effector may well be the centre of interest here. This is an innovative and unprecedented multifunctional tool for joining CFRP materials in aircraft construction. The KUKA end effector combines drilling head, sealant applicator and rivet inserter in one device. There are also end effectors suitable for the fixing of rivets and hence the fully-automated drilling and riveting of CFRP materials.

“The level of automation in the aircraft construction industry is actually still quite low,” remarks Markus Gruber, aerospace product group manager at KUKA Systems.
”Our KUKA end effector is a component designed to increase productivity in this area while at the same time reducing manufacturing costs.”

The KUKA Systems stand at this year’s Paris Air Show, due to be held from 15 to 21 June in Le Bourget, is in Hall 6, Number C 42.

More product information can be found at www.kuka-systems.com
About KUKA Systems

KUKA Systems is an international supplier of flexible robot-based automation systems for the automotive, aerospace, energy and general industries. Some 3,780 employees worldwide work on ideas, concepts and solutions for automated production and the provision of products and services for virtually all tasks in the industrial processing of metallic and non-metallic materials.
In its business segment Aerospace KUKA Systems offers engineering, automated production modules and turnkey solutions for aircraft construction. In cooperation with partners from the aviation industry KUKA is working on joint research projects for an automated assembly of carbon fibre parts in the aerospace sector.
The range is presented and marketed internationally via the subsidiaries and sales offices in Europe, Americas and Asia.
KUKA Systems recorded an order volume of around 855 million euro for the 2008 business year.
Further information can be found at www.kuka-systems.com -> Downloads
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